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The Architecture of Research Questions: Pathways to Publishable Inquiry

00O 00O 00O O The Status of Research Questions
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0 EnglishO In publishing practice, more than 60% of rejections are not caused by methods or
data but by the unpublishability of the question itself. The research question determines the
boundary of contribution, the legitimacy of methods, and the target readership. A poorly
constructed question, even with sophisticated statistics and elegant language, rarely attracts
high-quality journals. Editors judge not whether the answer is correct, but whether the
question deserves to be answered by the community.
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1.0 0 O O O Problematizability
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O EnglishdJ A guestion must contain genuine cognitive tension rather than policy slogans or
descriptions.

“ What is the situation?” # academic question
“ Why so / how possible?” = academic question
Problematizability requires:

1.space for contestation;

2.conceptual differentiation;

3.conclusions beyond common sense.



2.0 0O 0O O Testability
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O EnglishdJ Questions must point to propositions with obtainable evidence. Typical failures:
non-operationalizable concepts;

unobservable variables;

unfalsifiable logic.

3.0 0O O O Positionability
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0 EnglishdJ A question must have coordinates in the literature map:
relation to prior studies;

theoretical lineage;

alignment with journal agendas.

4.0 0O O O Contributability

oo ooooo* oooo” godgao

HREEN

HREEN

HREEN

HREEN

0 Englishd Contribution is not merely “ first study” but:
new mechanisms;

new evidence;

new boundaries;



new methods.

OO0O00O000ooon |Five Pathways to Question
Generation

00000000 O Contradiction Path
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O English(J Generating questions from conflicts:

Study A: X promotes Y

Study B: X inhibits Y — Under what conditions and mechanisms?
000000000 Gap Path
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0 Englishd Three gaps:

contextual;

population;

process gaps.

000000000 Anomaly Path
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O Englishd Mismatch between observation and theory is a prime source.
000000000 Transfer Path
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0 EnglishO Transfer theories across fields with justification.
000000000 Method Path
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O EnglishCJ New measures reopen classic questions.

OO00000000n |Five Types of Pseudo-Questions
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OO0O0000000 | Matching Questions with Journals
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0 EnglishJ The same question needs different framing:
theory journals — mechanism depth;

applied journals — contextual value;

methods journals — measurement innovation.

OO000000000 | Operational Procedure (8 Steps)

0 O O O O Describe phenomenon
0 0O 0O O O Identify tension

0 0 0O O O Locate literature

0 O O O O Split concepts

0 0O O O O Check evidence

0 O O O O Imagine counter

0 O O O O Declare boundary

0 00O OO Align journal

00000 O 0O Case Demonstrations
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O Englishd Original:
“ Impact of online education on learning”
Reconstructed:

“ How does online interaction affect conceptual transfer via learning engagement, and under
what task complexity does the effect reverse?”
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0 EnglishdJ Old: culture and performance New: effect of cultural congruence on innovation
risk-taking during intergenerational succession in family firms.

(00000 | Diagnostic Rubric
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0 English(J

Contestable proposition?
Falsifiable?

Theoretical coordinates?

Change in understanding?
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English

method-first thinking;
data-driven pseudo questions;
policy replacing theory;

obsession with big topics.
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0 English(J

Judge question before methods;
Distinguish fixable vs fatal;

Revisions should target reconstruction.

00000000 Checklist

O 00O OO The research question contains intellectual tension or debate
O O O The question or hypothesis is falsifiable

O O O The study situates itself within a clear conceptual or empirical space
0 O O Boundaries and scope of the study are clearly defined

O O OO The study aligns with the target journal’ s scope and audience

000 00O 0O O Conclusion
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0 EnglishlJ The research question isthe “ constitution” of academic writing. Methods,
data, and language are subordinate to it. Competition among journals is essentially



competition of question quality. The ability to construct questions should be the core
ofresearch training.

2026 Shuangqging Academic Publishing House Limited All rights reserved.0 0 O O O 0O 0O O
gbodooooooboodododooouoooboooouodooon

gouoood
gog
gouooobd
guoooood
gouooobd
goog

0000000 https://www.gingpress.com


https://www.qingpress.com

